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<RX'R1RW+DYH´  
(1  Thess.  5:16)  
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³Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
\RX´(1 Thess. 5:16).

Collect  of  the  Day  
Almighty  God,  Your  mercies  are  new  every  morning  and  You  
graciously  provide  for  all  our  needs  of  body  and  soul.    Grant  
us  Your  Holy  Spirit  that  we  may  acknowledge  Your  goodness,  
give  thanks  for  Your  benefits,  and  serve  You  in  willing  
obedience  all  our  days;;    through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  who  
lives  and  reigns  with  You  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now  
and  forever.Amen  
Back in St. Louis, we had a neighbor by the name of Ed.
Ed was a bus driver for the city of St. Louis. He had a great big
smile, seemed always happy, and was one of those guys always
outside and tinkering on something. When I went out to get the
newspaper in the morning, or when I came back from church in
WKHHYHQLQJPRUHRIWHQWKDQQRW(GZDVWKHILUVWSHUVRQ,¶G
HQFRXQWHU$QGWKHH[FKDQJHZRXOGDOZD\VJROLNHWKLV³+RZ
\RXGRLQJ(G"´:LWKRXWIDLORUGHYLDWLRQ(GZRXOGVKRZWKDW
smile, exposing his gold tooth of which he was proud, and he
ZRXOGVD\³,¶PEOHVVHG´,WFRXOGEHILYHGHJUHHVRU(G
could have been up to his ankles in snow or his knees in leaves.
+HFRXOGEHXQGHUKLVWUXFNRURQKLVURRI,WGLGQ¶WPDWWHU7KH
OLWDQ\ZDVDOZD\VWKHVDPH³+RZ\RXGRLQJ(G"´³,¶P
EOHVVHG´
Ed understands something important about Christian
theology. He understands that God has given us everything. Life
and salvation are not things we pay for. They come to us as gifts
from God. And so the fundamental human response to God is
gratitude. Gratitude is very close to what it means to be a
Christian, and it is a lesson Ed reminded me of just about every
GD\³,¶PEOHVVHG´$QGLW¶VWUXH± about him and about you and
me. It is the most important fact about us. We have a God who
created us and a God who redeemed us and a God who has made
himself known to us, created relationship with us through Word
and Sacrament. We have a God who is still taking care of us. We
are truly blessed; and to know it and say it is a good way to start
your day and live your life, regardless of whatever else is going
on.
3DXOZULWHV³*LYHWKDQNVLQDOOFLUFXPVWDQFHV´
Apparently in all circumstances you can still find something for
which you can give thanks. Even when the weather is foul, the
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Packers in a deep slump, the arthritis throbbing, the business
failing, the future bleak . . . no matter your station or status, there
are still things in all circumstances for which you can give thanks.
7KHSVDOPLVWZULWHV³*LYHWKDQNVWRWKH/25'IRUKHLV
JRRGIRUKLVVWHDGIDVWORYHHQGXUHVIRUHYHU´ 3V (YHQ
when life is not good, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
The misery will not endure forever, but his steadfast love will
endure forever.
In Colossians 3, under basic instructions for Christian
OLYLQJ3DXOVLPSO\ZULWHV³$QGEHWKDQNIXO´ 3HULRG +H
GRHVQ¶WERWKHUPHQWLRQLQJIRUZKDWZHVKRXOGEHWKDQNIXO+H
MXVWVD\V³%HWKDQNIXO´ Y 7KDWLVZKHQ\RXDSSURDFKOLIH
ZLWKWKDWDWWLWXGH\RX¶OOILQGWKHUH¶VDOZD\VVRPHWKLQJIRUZKLFK
to give thanks.
$IHZYHUVHVODWHU3DXOZULWHV³:KDWHYHU\RXGRGRLWDOO
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through
KLP´ Y ³:KDWHYHU\RXGR´ZKHWKHUXQGHUWKHWUXFNRU
on the roof, at home, at work, at play, at rest . . . do it all giving
thanks to God.
7KH%LEOHQDJVXVDERXWJLYLQJWKDQNVEHFDXVHLW¶VJRRG
for us. Study after study shows it makes us happier and healthier.
7KH%LEOHDOVRQDJVXVWRJLYHWKDQNVEHFDXVHE\QDWXUHZH¶UH
QRWYHU\JRRGDWLW2IWHQZHGRQ¶WIHHOJUDWHIXOZKHQZHVKRXOG
That takes us to our Gospel lesson which appears in
almost every Thanksgiving sermon. Jesus encounters a group of
people suffering from leprosy. It was a terrible disease.
Physically it was painful. Emotionally it was devastating to be
isolated, quarantined from the rest of society. Spiritually it was
terrifying, with the assumption basically being God was getting a
head start on an eternal punishment to come.
From the prescribed distance, these men call out to the
/RUG³-HVXVKDYHPHUF\´-HVXVWHOOVWKHPWRVHHWKHSULHVW
whose job it is to certify that people who had leprosy were cured,
or clean, and therefore fit for normal social contact again. On the
way to find the priest, something happens. The leprosy clears up.
%\WKHWLPHWKH\DUULYHLW¶VJRQH7KH\¶UHFOHDQ7KHSULHVW
certifies it, and suddenly ten men as good as dead are given their
lives back: their families, their homes, their hope in salvation.
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This is a very happy, celebrative group of men, laughing,
hugging, crying. One by one, each of them peels off and heads
for home. Just one of the ten catches himself and turns to go
back to Jesus. When he finds Jesus he falls on his face, thanking
him.
Normally, when we think about giving thanks, we think of
WKHVWXIIZHKDYHILUVWDUWLFOHVWXII³FORWKLQJDQGVKRHVIRRGDQG
GULQNKRXVHDQGKRPHVSRXVHDQGFKLOGUHQ´DQGVRRQ%XWWKLV
man was giving thanks for what he did not have. He no longer
had even a trace of leprosy, and so he gave thanks.
Giving thanks for what we do not have. Can you do that?
/LNHPDQ\RI\RX,¶PQRWDOWRJHWKHUSOHDVHGZLWKWKH
work of those in congress, regardless of their party affiliation.
We have a contentious, dysfunctional congress that can hardly
agree on anything . . . probably because they were elected by a
contentious, dysfunctional population that can hardly agree on
anything. If I wanted, I could let it ruin my days. Another
alternative, however, is to decide to be grateful for what we do
not have. We do not have a dictator. We do not live under
anarchy. And though things are contentious, we do not live in a
nation torn by civil war.
Giving thanks for what we do not have. On the lighter
VLGH,¶PDOVRWKDQNIXOWKDW,GRQ¶WKDYHOLFHLQP\KDLUQRUDFDW
LQP\KRXVH,KDYHDNQHHWKDWDQQR\VPHDORWEXW,GRQ¶WKDYH
DZLIHWKDWDQQR\VPH:KDWDJLIWDQG,¶PJUDWHIXO
,¶PJUDWHIXOWKDW,GRQ¶WKDYHDQDQJU\RUGLIILFXOWPRWKHU
in law. Those mother-in-law jokes have never made sense to me.
Mine is as sweet as pie. I give thanks for that.
,FRXOGJRRQDOOGD\DV\RXNQRZ%XWQRZLW¶V\RXU
WXUQ:KDWLVLWWKDW\RX¶UHJUDWHIXOIRUWKDW\RXGRQRWKDYH"
:KDWWKLQJVUHDOLVWLFDOO\FRXOG\RXKDYHEXW\RXGRQ¶WDQGIRU
that you give thanks to God?
Giving thanks for what we do not have. There are some
things that none of us have, and for that we can be grateful.
1RQHRIXVKDVKRSHIXOO\WKHIHHOLQJWKDWZH¶UHMXVWWKHSURGXFW
of chance, an accident, drifting randomly through space,
ultimately heading towards death and black nothingness. Give
thanks for that. Instead we have an almighty and omniscient
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&UHDWRUZKRWHQGHUO\NQLWXVWRJHWKHULQRXUPRWKHU¶VZRPE+H
VD\VKLVH\HLVRQWKHVSDUURZVRZHNQRZKH¶VZDWFKLQJRYHUXV
and still preserves us. His creative work continues in the
preservation of his creation.
None of us has a God who is indifferent to us. Give
thanks for that! Instead we have a God who says in John 3 that
he very much loves the world (Jn. 3:16). Do you live in this
ZRUOG"7KHUHIRUH\RXNQRZ\RXDUHDQREMHFWRI*RG¶VKRO\
love.
None of us, even the most fiendish among us, has a God
who is longing to wipe us out. Instead we have a God who,
TXRWH³WDNHVQRSOHDVXUHLQWKHGHDWKRIWKHZLFNHGEXWUDWKHU
WKDWWKH\WXUQIURPWKHLUZD\VDQGOLYH´ (]HN 3DXO
ZURWHZHKDYHD*RGZKR³ZDQWVDOOSHRSOHWREHVDYHGDQGWR
FRPHWRNQRZOHGJHRIWKHWUXWK´ 7LP 7KHUH¶VJUHDW
grace in that little word all, because it allows for no exceptions.
He wants all to be saved, none to be lost. So not one of us can
say we have a God who cares little about our salvation. None of
us has a God who is apathetic toward us, even if we happen to be
apathetic toward him. No, he loves you so much he traded in his
death for yours.
None of us has, hopefully, the sneaking suspicion that
God is tallying up all our sins and iniquities like a fussy
accountant, carefully keeping track of each one of them in his log
until the day when he can finally opens up the books against us
DQGJLYHXVWKHMXVWUHZDUGIRURXUGHHGV,IZHGLGZH¶GDOOEH
lost, for no one is saved by keeping the Law. No, we have a God
ZKRFKRRVHVWR³UHPHPEHURXUVLQVQRPRUH´:HKDYHD*RG
ZKRVHEORRG³EORWVRXWRXULQLTXLWLHV´:HKDYHD*RGZKRGRHV
not keep a record of sins in his log, but who does write our names
GRZQLQWKH/DPE¶V%RRNRI/LIH
None of us, hopefully, has any doubt about what happens
WRXVZKHQZHGLH7KDW¶VDOVRVRPHWKLQJIRUZKLFKZHFDQJLYH
great thanks that we do not have. Instead we have the promise:
³KHWKDWEHOLHYHVDQGLVEDSWL]HGVKDOOEHVDYHG´,W¶VYHU\VLPSOH
really. Are you baptized? Do you have a mustard seed of faith in
Jesus as Savior? The promise is sure, because he keeps his
promises. You can know with a certainty that when you die, you
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DUHJRLQJWRJRWRKHDYHQEHFDXVHLWGRHVQ¶WGHSHQGRQ\RXRU\RXU
good works or your sin. It depends on God and the gifts of baptism
and faith that he gives us.
Giving thanks for what we do not have. We could go on
and on and on giving thanks for what we do not have. And maybe
WKDW¶VWKHSRLQWRIWKHH[HUFLVH(DFKRIXVKDVVRPHWKLQJZHZRXOG
rather not have: credit card debt, arthritis, a cat, a mean spirited
boss. However, there are infinite more possibilities of things we
FRXOGKDYHEXWGRQ¶W
Give thanks to God then, in all circumstances. Give thanks
also, for what you do not have. Amen.
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