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³7KH3DUDEOHRIWKH5LFK)RRO´  
(Luke  12:13-21)  
Rev.  David  K.  Groth  

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, " Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me." 14 But he said to him, " Man, who made me a
judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 And he said to them, " Take care, and
be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist
in the abundance of his possessions. " 16 And he told them a parable,
saying, " The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought
to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18
And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say
to my soul, Soul, you have a mple goods laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said to him, ' Fool! This night your soul
is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. " Luke 12:13-21

Collect  of  the  Day  
O  Lord,  grant  us  wisdom  to  recognize  the  treasures  
You  have  stored  up  for  us  in  heaven,  that  we  may  never  
despair  but  always  rejoice  and  be  thankful  for  the  
riches  of  Your  grace;;  through  Jesus  Christ,  Your  Son,  
our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  You  and  the  Holy  
Spirit,  one  God,  now  and  forever.      Amen  
,W¶VRQHRIWKRVHSULFNO\WH[WVWKDWZHKDYHWKLV
PRUQLQJ,W¶VDERXWPRQH\DQGJUHHGDQGWKDW¶VDVHQVLWLYH
topic for most of us. So how does one preach a text that
has barbs and thorns and hooks in it? I remember one of
my professors saying your job is first to remind the people
in the pews that these are not just some crazy ideas that I
came up with on my own; these are the words of Jesus, the
words of the Lord. So you hold out the biblical text in
front of you as a deflection shield and you peer around it,
DQG\RXVD\³WKLVLVQ¶WPHWDONLQJWKLVLV-HVXVWDONLQJ
This is one of those texts.
A man comes up to Jesus and tries to bait him into
a family squabble about money. The father has died and a
fight has broken out among the children over the
LQKHULWDQFH,VHHLWDOOWKHWLPH2IWHQLW¶VKDSSHQLQJ
already at the funeral. In any event, one brother says to
-HVXV³7HOOP\EURWKHUWRGLYLGHWKHLQKHULWDQFHZLWKPH´
The man knows, or thinks he knows, just what ought to be
done in this situation and just what Jesus should do for
KLP+H¶VWU\LQJWREDLW-HVXVWRLQVHUWKLPVHOILQWRWKH
PLGGOHRIWKLVWLII-HVXVLVQ¶WDWDOOLQWHUHVWHG+HUHIXVHV
WRDQVZHUWKHTXHVWLRQ,QVWHDGKHVD\V³%HRQ\RXU
JXDUGDJDLQVWDOONLQGVRIJUHHG)RURQH¶VOLIHGRHVQRW
FRQVLVWLQWKHDEXQGDQFHRIKLVSRVVHVVLRQV´
William Willimon told a little story. As a woman
ZDVOHDYLQJFKXUFKVKHZKLVSHUHGWRKHUSDVWRU³'R\RX
have some time for me to talk with you about a matter of
FRQFHUQ"´³:KDW¶VWKHSUREOHP"´KHDVNHG³:HOOLW¶V
personal, but I have just been offered a promotion in my
FRPSDQ\,W¶VYHU\IODWWHULQJDQGWKHPRQH\ZRXOGEH
ZRQGHUIXOEXWLWUHTXLUHVPRUHWUDYHODQG,¶PDOUHDG\
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DZD\IURPKRPHPRUHWKDQ,ZRXOGOLNHDQG´³-HVXV
GRHVQ¶WKDYHDQ\LQWHUHVWLQDQ\RIWKDW´WKHSDVWRUVDLG
interrupting. Then he turned and began greeting other
worshipers.
One reason why we study scripture and come to
church on Sundays is to receive answers. We come seeking
help with our daily problems and solutions to our dilemmas.
$QGVRPHWLPHV-HVXVVLPSO\LVQ¶WLQWHUHVWHG+HGRHVQ¶W
seem to care. The problems that consume us may not be
those that consume Him. So instead of hearing what we
want to hear from him, he comes back with something that
we do not at all want to hear from him. Something that
challenges us and upsets the apple cart.
And so it is in our text. The man in a feud with his
brother gets no help at all from Jesus, but instead gets
whacked over the head with a stark warning about greed
followed by an alarming little parable. It goes like this: A
farmer has had a tremendous year . . . just enough rain and
sun but not too much, no damage due to blight or pests. The
fertilizer did its job and the hired hands did their jobs and the
result is abundance, more yield than he can possibly manage.
³:KDWVKDOO,GR"´KHDVNV$QGKHDQVZHUV³,ZLOOGRWKLV
,ZLOOWHDUGRZQWKHVHEDUQVDQG,ZLOOEXLOGELJJHUEDUQV´
Can you his glee, his exuberance?
And so he tears down those old barns and builds
bigger ones, and he stuffs them full. Then, he sits back and
DGPLUHVDOOWKDWKHKDV+HVD\VWRKLVVRXO³6RXO\RXKDYH
ample goods laid up for many years. Relax now. Eat, drink,
DQGEHPHUU\<RX¶YHHDUQHGLW´$QG*RGORRNVDWDOORI
WKLVDQGVD\V³)RRO7KLVYHU\QLJKW\RXUVRXOLVUHTXLUHGRI
\RX´$QGWKHQFRPHVWKHPRUDORIWKHVWRU\DQGQRRQH
OLNHVLWQRWWKHQQRWQRZ%XWKHUHLWLV³7KLVLVKRZLWZLOO
go for anyone who lays up treasure for himself but is not rich
WRZDUG*RG´
,W¶VWKHSKUDVH³ULFKWRZDUG*RG´WKDW¶VWKHUXE
,¶PVXUHHDFKRIXVJLYHVVRPHWKLQJEDFNWR*RG7KHULFK
man in this text could probably point to something too. But
are we rich toward God? Whoever is not shocked by this
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VWRU\KDVQ¶W\HWKHDUGLW$UH\RXULFKWRZDUG*RGRU
kind of stingy?
0DUN7ZDLQVDLGLW¶VQRWWKHSDUWVRIWKH%LEOHWKDWKH
GRHVQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGWKDWERWKHUKLP,W¶VWKHSDUWVWKDWKH
understands perfectly well! Jesus is again clamping down on
the subject of greed and material possessions. It seems Jesus
has more to say about this topic than anything else. This rich
fool has filled his silos to the brim; there is no room for
anything else. But his silos and barns are not the only things
that are full. His soul is also full. The soul that God created
DQGVWDPSHGZLWK*RG¶VRZQLPDJHKDVEHHQILOOHGZLWK
stuff, with money and possessions and other such silage. In
other words, there is no space in his soul for God. He has
wrapped his grubby hands around possessions, money,
VHFXULW\7KHUH¶VQRURRPIRU*RGLQWKRVHFOHQFKHGILVWV
$QG*RGVD\V³KH¶VDIRRO´
When describing Ebenezer Scrooge, Charles Dickens
VDLGWKLV³2K%XWKHZDVDWLJKW-fisted hand at the
grindstone, Scrooge [was]! A squeezing, wrenching,
JUDVSLQJVFDUSLQJFOXWFKLQJFRYHWRXVROGVLQQHU´
Think of it. A fist can do many things. It can
hammer a nail. It can grab hold of something and not let go.
A fist can be used as a weapon. But the one thing a clenched
fist cannot do is receive. This rich man has so wrapped his
KDQGDURXQGPDWHULDOSRVVHVVLRQVWKDWWKHUH¶VQRZD\IRUKLP
to receive or hold on to God or give back to God.
1RZWKHGDQJHULVZHKHDUWKLVWH[WDQGWKLQN³,
NQRZZKR-HVXVLVWDONLQJDERXW´:HFDQDOOWKLQNRI
SHRSOHZKRDUHULFKHUWKDQZHDUHEXWZKRGRQ¶WKDYHPXFK
room for Christ. But there are lots of slippery moments
when you and I sell ourselves out, when our passion for
GRLQJJRRGRUVHUYLQJRWKHUVRUKHDULQJ*RG¶V:RUGZKHQ
all that is swept aside for a fat pay-check or another chance
to go shopping or to do maintenance on all our rotting stuff.
There are lots of times when all of us bow down to the idol.
Matthew Harrison, the president of our church body
has more than once mentioned pastors who, when they
receive a call, talk a lot about weighing where they can best
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serve, and how they are praying for direction and
discernment, and it takes them many weeks. In the end, they
sell themselves out to the highest bidder. O yes this parable
of Jesus steps on a lot of toes.
This rich guy in the story talked to his soul. Maybe
ZHVKRXOGDOOGRWKDWDQGDVN³6RXOWRZKRPGR\RX
EHORQJ"´'RHV\RXUOLIHUHVHPEOHDQRSHQKDQGWKDWLVULFK
toward God . . . or does it more resemble a clenched fist
KROGLQJRQWLJKWO\WRZKDWHYHUZH¶YHEHHQJLYHQ"'RHV\RXU
soul belong to its rightful owner, the one who crafted you?
Or, does it belong to all the stuff, the possessions, the
investment accounts? Maybe we should all do a little soul
searching.
All week long we are out there in the marketplace
competing, grabbing, producing. In our society we are
groomed from early childhood to consume. Often we are
referred to more as consumers rather than human beings.
And we are not just victims but willing participants. We
grub about, grabbing, seeking, buying, anything to fill the
emptiness, confused over what we want, not knowing what
we truly need. Advertisers are happy to help us out; happy
to clear up the confusion, happy to create a need where there
was none.
Every time Apple comes out with the newest ISKRQH,IHDU,¶PIDOOLQJDOLWWOHIXUWKHUEHKLQGRQWKHWHFK
curve, and that with one or two more iterations I will be past
WKHSRLQWRIQRUHWXUQ,¶OOQHYHUEHDEOHWRFDWFKXS-XVWODVW
week, my daughter saw me pounding out a text message, and
I thought I was going at a brisk pace of five or six words a
minute. She looked concerned for me, which was itself
GLVWXUELQJ+HUH\HEURZVVDLG³<RXSDWKHWLFFUHDWXUH\RX´
EXWKHUOLSVDVNHG³<RXQHHGKHOSZLWKWKDW"´7KHSUREOHP
RIFRXUVHLVQRWPHLW¶VWKHSKRQH+RZDP,WRW\SHRQ
that keyboard? The answer of course is to buy a newer,
bigger, faster, stronger phone, right . . . and the plan to go
with it.
$OOZHHNORQJWKDW¶VWKHPHVVDJHZHJHWRXWWKHUH
:KDW\RXKDYHLVQ¶WHQRXJK,W¶VDQWLTXDWHGDQGLW¶V
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antiquating you. Your old barns are too small. You need
bigger barns!
You know, the church gets beaten up in the world,
and some of it is well earned. But throughout history the
church has been that rare friend who has the courage to tell
\RXZKDW\RXGRQ¶WZDQWWRKHDU7KHFKXUFKKROGVXSWKH
PLUURURI*RG¶V:RUGDQGVKRZVXVZKDWZHORRNOLNH76
(OOLRWZURWH³:K\VKRXOGPHQORYHWKH&KXUFK"6KHWHOOV
them of Life and Death, and of all they would forget. She is
tender where they would be hard, and hard where they like to
be soft. She tells them of Evil and Sin, and other unpleasant
IDFWV´
7KHFKXUFKWHOOVXVZKDWZHGRQ¶WZDQWWRKHDU
Moreover, in our culture saturated by consumerism, most of
us feel more at home in a mall than at church. For us, the
Johnson Creek Outlet Mall is our natural habitat; church is a
foreign landscape with a different set of values. But we
desperately need the church to tell us the truth about our
OLYHV<RXZRQ¶WJHWWKDWIURPWKH1LNH6WRUHRU5DOSK
Lauren.
Sunday after Sunday we stumble out of the
PDUNHWSODFHFKDRVDQGLQWRWKHFKXUFK¶VDUPVIRUDQKRXURU
so, and she holds us tight and through the Word of God and
K\PQVDQGSUD\HUZHKHDUWKHYRLFHRI*RGVD\LQJ³<RXDUH
not a consumer. You are a child of God and your soul
EHORQJVWRPH´$QGWKHQWKDWVDPHYRLFHRI*RGFKDOOHQJHV
XVWRORRVHQWKHJULSRQZKDWZH¶UHKROGLQJRQWRVRWLJKWO\
Open the palm and give some of it away.
So we take up an offering, not because God needs the
money, though certainly there is much good that could be
done if we were more generous. God teaches us to tithe, not
because God needs it, but because we do. A tithe, ten
percent of what you receive from him. And his Word has the
JDOOWRVD\³,W¶VDFWXDOO\IRU\RXURZQJRRG´2XUWLWKHLV
our last defense against a world bent on turning us into mere
consumers. A tithe says to the idols of consumption and
PDWHULDODEXQGDQFH\RXPD\RZQRIPHEXW\RX¶UHQRW
going to own all of me. With this ten percent I draw the line
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somewhere, I leave some space for God to get in. With our
WLWKHZHVD\WR0DGLVRQ$YHQXH\RXGRQ¶WKDYHPH\HW,
will give at least a fraction of my life back to the one who
gave all of his to me.
$QGWKDW¶VZKDWZH¶UHGRLQJ:H¶UHRQO\JLYLQJ
EDFNZKDWZDVDOUHDG\KLV,I\RX¶UHDIDUPHUKH¶VWKHRQH
who makes the seed to crack and the roots to sprout and the
JUDLQWRJURZ,I\RX¶UHDFDUSHQWHUKH¶VWKHRQHZKRJLYHV
you the strength to join wood to wood snug and firm and
IOXVK,I\RX¶UHLQEXVLQHVVKH¶VWKHRQHZKRPDNHV\RXU
voice work for the sale and your brain and who gives you the
gift of coworkers and customers. Whatever we give to God,
we are giving back to God. If you want to be rich toward
God as Jesus said in our text, the tithe is the place to start.
And shortly after the offering we come up to the
altar, we who hold on so tightly to so much, we come
forward finally with empty hands. We open them up and
stretch them out, and allow them to receive the Body and
Blood of Christ for forgiveness.
Just before his death, Jesus had a meal with his
closest friends in the upper room. He knew what was
happening, who would betray him. Judas was there, a
GLVFLSOHOLNHWKHUHVWRIXV+HKDGKHDUG-HVXV¶SUHDFKLQJ
about the Kingdom of God, the lilies in the field, the parable
of the rich fool. Judas had professed, just like us, to be a
follower Jesus, one of his disciples ± but he threw it all away
for a fistful of coins.
The next day, Friday, our brother Judas nailed Jesus
to a cross with those coins. And as our Lord hung there on
that cross, hands wide open to the world, blood covered
KDQGVZLGHRSHQKHVLPSO\VDLG³)DWKHUIRUJLYHWKHPIRU
they know not what they do. Forgive them, even fools like
WKHP´$PHQ
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